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Phone: 85986-3725

E-mail: office@uniorchurch.org
Website: www.uniorchurch.org

We'd also love to connect with you
on Facebookwyww.facebook.com/
UnionChurchBerepand Twitter
(@UnionChurchKY)
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Who We Are and What We Believe...
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Read What we think each of these mean to us at our website:
www.union -church.org/mission-statement/

All Are Welcome!
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About Us...

1 All who seek and serve the
love of God are ministers
of Union Church

i Gail Wolford, Moderator

1 Rev. Kent Gilbert, Pastor

1 Rev. Rachel Small Stokes,
Associate Pastor

1 Gabriel Evans, Director of
Music Ministries

9 Dave Kobersmith, Church
Administrator

1 Pearl Marshall, Handbell
Director

9 Carrie Jadud & Alvera
Perman, Jubilee & Joyful
Noise Choir Directors

9 Joan English, Office
Administrator

1 Chris & Grace McKenzie,
Youth Directors

9 Bea Chasteen, Dorie
Isaacs, Jennifer Shelton,
Childcare

1 Heather Richardson,

k WCSC Director )

our experience and the feelings it arouse
Time will be given for those who wish to
are. Offered by Debbonnaire Kovacs,
er home.

Weekly Opportunities

The Artii Wa

Sunday Afternoons, 1 -2pm, Office
Classroomten weeksDiscover how to
remove your personal blocks to  Wwednesday Evenings, 6:30 &
creativity in an Artist Way 7:30pm, Of fi ce Classro
workshop/creative cluster, plus identify there! This is the topic no one wants to
and/or recover your personal Artist. talk about, but we all think about. Fro
Andy Blyth, (Folk Musician/Retired the deeply spiritual to the eveso-
Sound Engineer) and Sue Petersorfractical, a team of members from.Umo
Blyth, (Community Organizer) will Church will lead us through a series o

facilitate and encourage a synergy ofWOrkShOIOS on how to figure out what we

- it th h hi believe and how those values guide o
artistic  spirit  through - mentorship,  inancial decisions like making a budg

collaboration, corrmunity building and getting out of debt, investing, making

artistic expression. will, and what generosity means for eac
of us.

Post-Traumatic Church

Sunday Evenings, 4-6 pm, Office Syndrome Support Group

Classroom Back by popular demand! Wednesday Evenings, 6:30-8:00
Death and dying is often a frighteningpm, Wayside Room (next to the parlor
prospect, but as an inevitable part of on the main floor) Sadly, church has no
living, young and old encounter it always been a place of healing and lo
every day. From practical matters like for all people. This group, led by th
living wills and emergency planning toRev. Dr. Carol Poston, LMFT, will be
the deep spiritual questions of meaningsupport/study group for those who
and legacy, there is much to learn have been wounded by the church
about ways we can embrace love andResearch shows that working throug
empower ourselves even in the midst the wounds with a trusted individua
of death and dying. or group, and engaging in theologic
reflection and study helps wounde
individuals to discover a renewe
Monday Evenings, 7-8 pm, 773 Big sense of connection to themselves, t
Hill Rd In this sixweek course, offered community and to spiritual
Monday evenings Feb. 23 through Mar 30, depths. Weekly attendance is

st os

Faith and Money

Living and Dying Well: How
to Be Mortal

Meditative Writings

we will experiment with combining encouraged to obtain the most benefi
meditation with writing. Each week, we

will use one of the lectionary texts for
Lent as our jumpingff point, meditate on
that passage individually, then write about

from the process.

(Continué)
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March Birthdays & Anniversal
Birthdays! 11 Melissa Neal 24 Claire Garrett :
: 2 Maurice Hibbard 12 David Shroyer 26 Cron Carpenter
3 Brielle LeMaster 14 Paul Wells 27 Donnie Lytle :
: 3 Rita Barlow 16 Sarah Vaughn 31 Colin Perman
. 4 Helen Connelly 18 Simon Jadud :
4 Katie Heckman 19 Laura Howard Anniversaries! .
: 5 Jenny Bromley 21 Tammy Horn 14 Kevin Burke &
: 7 Tom Frazier 22 Carla Gilbert Carla Gilbert :
: 7 Judy Royalty 23 Matthew Jadud 22 BG & Maurice Hibbard :
: 8 Betsy Hoefer 23 Nancy Jones 24 Steve & Teresa Gowler:
10 Judy Rowell 23 Harry Rice 28 John & Marlene Payne:

News of the Fan

oUnion Church wel
of Christ and works with all who wor
with Him; respecting each person's
conscience; working by love,
endeavoring to keep the unity of th
spirit in the bond of peace."

Sean Perry & Laura Wick
welcomed baby Levi into their family

| o wedngolin became a big brother!
Congratulations!

We learned of the death oflmars
Birznieks, in South Carolina.
Prayers for Faith.

A new support group has
begun meeting at Union:  Adult
Children of Alcoholics: If you were
brought up in a home of addiction,
a home of abuse, and if it has
affected your life, there is a place
for you. ACA meetings, 11:00 am
on Saturdays, in the Office Level
Classroom. You are not alone.

Marty & Gwen Hensley
56 Central Ave., Berea
kf4ebc@gmail.com

New members are received every
second Sunday, and you are very
welcome here!

These folks joined on February 8!

Please note: in the next few
Krystin Porter mont hs, wedl | be
202 Dinsmore St., Berea mostly electronic newsletter.
kporter0622@gmail.com Youodl | al ways hav

receive a paper

your preference. No need to

do anything now, just an early
Ohea@g$ that this
planning stages.

Tom & Jane Warth
134 Holly Hill Dr., Be-
rea

@ AN
Verna Martin

106 Bluebird Ave, Berea *
v.amartins5@yahoo.co
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Sundays 9:30 am........... Sunday School for all ages
9:30 am........... Quiet Center, Cowan Chapel See the websiteunion
10:30 am.......... Morning Worship church.org/lent2015 for
Lenten LUNCH.............. Right after Worship through March 22complete descriptions & tp
100 pm ............ A.I’ t1 st O S Wa y Slgn up for thesﬁ and
4:00 pm............ Living and Dying Well otherfi inspiring Lent events!
6:30 pm............ Overeaters Anonymous, Room 104
Weekdays 8:00 am........... Zen Meditation, Cowan Chapel
Mondays 4:00 pm........... Womens Spirituality Reading Group, Wayside Room
5:30 pm........... QiGong, Cowan Chapel
6:00 pm........... AlAnon meets, Wayside Room
7:00 pm........... AA, Comm. Room.
7:00 pm........... Classic Chorale, Choir Room
7:00 pm........... Meditative Writing, 773 Big Hill Rd.
Tuesdays 9:00 am........... GED Classes, Classroom
7:30 pm........... Berea Community Drumming Circle, Cowan Chapel
Wednesdays Wednesday Nite Live!
5:15 pm........... Joyful Noise Choir
5:45 pm........... Supper, donation if able
6:30 pm........... Youth Group, Jubilee Choir, program
6:30 pm........... Faith & Money
6:30 pm........... PosiTraumatic Church Syndrome Support Group
7:00 pm........... Bell Choir
Thursdays 9:00 am.......... GED Classes, Classroom
12:00 pm.......... Bible Study, Conference Room
6:15 pm........... Union Church Choir, Choir Rm., 3rd Floor
Fridays 9:00 am........... Womends Creative Sewing and Craft:
March 17 11-5 Bloodmobile, Community Room
1st&3rdSundays 1: 30 pmé. . ShapeNote Singers, Parl or
2nd&4thMons 9: 30 améé. Berea Knitters, Classroom
2ndMondays 1 0: 00 amééé. Basket Weaving Group, Communi
2nd Sundays New Members welcomed
4th Sundays Newcomer s Gatherings after worship
Tues. Mar 3 6:00 pm.......... Pastoral Relations Board meets
Mon. Mar 9 3:00 pm.......... Properties Board meets
6:00 pm.......... Administration Board meets
Tues. Mar 10  6:00 pm.......... Faith Development Board meets
6:30 pm.......... Einance Board meets
7:00 pm.......... Community Life & Growth, Nurture & Care, Mission Boards meet

Weds. Mar 11 4:00 pm.......... Worship Board meets
Mon. March 16 7:00 pm.......... Church Council meets
Sun. March 22 ..Annual Meting!
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Positions Avallable

The Faith Development Board seeks the following volunteers! Is God calling you to this
ministry of love, education, and growth? Contact Rev. Rachgdmallstokes@union
church.orgor 859-986-3725 for details and to volunteer!

=

Position Title

Chi | Chur

Commitment: One or more Sunday
per year , after C
worship until worship ends

drenods

Description: Work with  our
Childrends Church
simple and interactive worship
experience for our kids in Cowan

Chapel. The Leader will guide the
volunteers, who are there to support
and assist. See worship through new an
wondrous eyes!

Position Title
Elementary Sunday School Teacher

Commitment: 2 Sundays per month
9:30:10:30am plus prep time

Description:  Work with a great team of

3 rotating teachers to lead lessons, craft
games, and play with kids agesl(®

Curriculum and training provided, bu
creativity encouraged, too!

The Faith Development Board needs your help!  We are seeking don:
tions of items for this yeards Easter E
of plastic Easter eggs that can be taken apart and filled with items. We also need Easte
that will fit in the eggs and small items/toys that can go in the eggs as well. Stickers, era:
stencils are items that have worked in the past. If you can donate any of these items,
bring them to the church office between now and Palm Sunday. The youth group will be ¢
and hiding the eggs in the days before Easter. Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Raised in a highly individualistic

culture and by parents who valued
independence and sebfficiency

well above cleanliness as next to

Godliness, | learned and early
cultivated my own personal style. |
got cherished and rewarded for
0doi ng my own t
othinking
spent a lot of my life making my own
particul ar
one invented by someone else. And |
have certainly liked marching to a
different drummer.

owheel

this communal work we call the
church. We are certainly and

BUT: when we beat together, like
the cells of a heart, there is great
power and great beauty. The power

B R
joy. By way oOf a recent example,

recall the, astoni tHn and
o‘\%}’erwhrelénitnghpge(r:tisionﬁo ﬁqdb men
and women at the opening of the

2008 Beijing Olympics. The timing,
the unity, the visual effect: stunning.

indisputably a group of individuallyw i | |
minded, independently driven souls,

: f b
A T

out si de

This
month we

hammer te
gether to
complete a
house for Habitat for Humanity. We
will reach out with money for One
?r%at Hour of Sharing: drumming to
the ’same march of compassion tha
ggtivates a hundred Christian
enominations around the world to
make Church World Service a
blessing to countless millions. We
will all move funds and write check

In January | got to have my own The demonstration of what unified and give online to fund hope,
little experience of marching all to purpose could accomplish reflected proclaim grace, and lift the weary.
one drum. Or rather, an experience the power of an entire society, not And we will bow our heads and in

of drumming all to one march. | took
a taiko drum class on my week of
continuing education. This entailed
taking a group of 20 people, most of
whom had never held a drum stick
before and teaching us to move in
perfect synchrony while executing
complicated rhythmic patterns and
repetitions.

It took a just a little while and it
was not very long before we all
started beating with a sense of timing
not entirely our own. As each beat
fell on 20 Kkettlesized Japanese

just the performers.

Drummi
alltoo
March

This is a good lesson for those of

silence breathe prayers for the
healing of this world and the chanc
to do something about it together.

ghis is what it is to be one body,

ough we are all individual parts.
This is what it means to sustain
beloved community. Boom. Boom.
Boom. And inside of the unified
contributions: our own wild freedom
to love and live is released.

As we deepen in the season o
Lent, all in our own ways, | hope we
dondt | ose sight
from doing things together, nor of

drums, the room began to pulse with us taught to deify the individual the power that can come from being
the thrill of accomplishment. The expression. Some expression canjust slightly less tied to our
power and thrum of the boom and only happen when we individually independence. The story of our faith
clicks started to resonate and repeat contribute to a greater whole. And is the story of an interdependent
in each individual until it felt like a that greater whole, the strong covenant with Go
kind of current, or dance, into which drumbeat and complicated patternsvi si on. May t he
we were all swept and to which we offered by a large body are carry you into a march of great grace
call contributed. The result was so sometimes exactly what the and love.

much more than the sum of our individualist most needs. ;

individual parts. While doing exactly The In peace gnd syncopation,

. . ar adox of T g oneds
the same thing as my neighlioand . . . Pa
| mean exactly | felt the rise of my |nd_|V|c_juaI path in a deep shovx_/ of /
unity is not lost on those of us trying
to forge a spiritual path. Our

spirit and a wild freedom of
expression. Not bad for a rag spiritual path must be our path, and
(not but) there are things to be

bunch of individual dilettantes!
At its best, something akin to that learned and offered from beating the
wild freedom is what | cherish about drums together in the same way.

Rev. Kent
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Lenten Lunches continue through March 22

Plan now to travel no further than to the Community Room for Sunday Lunch during Lent.

You may have noticed the Line Item "Lenten Lunches" in the Income section of the Church Budget. Each year the
Boards work together to provide lunch for the five Sundays of Lent (not including Palm Sunday or Easter) and the
income from these lunches helps to fund the budgets of our Boardsuggested
donations of $5.00/single or $15.00/family.

But more important is the fellowship shared, and especially the opportunity t

to know some of our newer members. M Lunches enda

March 1: Administration and Nurture & Care Boards T PN
March 8: Community Life & Growth and Properties Boards = :
March 15: Finance and Pastoral Relations Boards

March 22: Mission & Service and Faith Development Boards

Mark your Calendar!
Uni on Churchds Annual
will be March 22 , in the Community Room,
after worship & lunch.

Meetin

Bible Reading for March

March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 Palm Sunday
Genesis 17:7,1516 Exodus 20:47 Numbers 21:49 Jeremiah 31:334 Mark 11:111

Psalm 22:231 Psalm 19 Psalm 107:B,1722 Psalm 54:12 Psalm 118:2,1929
Romans 4:1:25 1 Corinthians 1:185 Ephesians 2:10 Hebrews 5:510 Isaiah 504

Mark 8:3138 John 2:12 John 3:121 John 12:2@33 Psalm 31:46

Philippians 2:81
Mark 14:115:47
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Energy Usage Re

The bar graph repr esent sdbbkimeleotricity@dduwatucahgddsn use of enej
millions of Btu per degree day from 2007 through 2014 (2011 not included due to the renovation).
This shows the much lower carbon footprint and savings we are realizing because of the diligence
of the congregation in caring for creation.

Thanks to the Properties Board, and particularly Steve Boyce, for leadership in this area.
MMBtu per deg day
0.2500

0.2064 0.2025

0.2000 0.1885
0.1613
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0.1500
0.1104 0.1118
0.1000
0.0500
0.0000
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Did you know .

. .. That our treasurer, Shirley Carlberg, has almost closed the financial books for 2014 an /.
ended the year with a surplus of over $18,000. Thank you one and all!

. The church has a line of credit that we have borrowed $140,000 against. If you would li ‘&
loan the church money to pay down our line of credit it could be helpful to you and
church. We are accepting loans of a minimum of $5,000 and up to $50,000 from membery %
friends of the congregation and you can choose to earn interest of up to 2.5%. Contact Sk >

Carlberg for more information, 985501 or nonesuch_1998@yahoo.com o

. .The Administration Board is reviewing all position descriptions for staff and working toward an
employee handbook/policy manual.

.. The Ash Wednesday service was canceled due to weather, but with modern technology we were offered a link <
we could worship online on Ash Wednesday. You can find that link on the Union Church website and click or
OWatch Vi deod6 tf amndoueSundayhwarshipseevices asovell!

. The art piece on the Altar that will be up during Lent was created by Jessica Holly and ibtiReeln d er Me F
You can learn more about this generous gift on cards found in the pews.

.. In 2014 we received over $38,000 in online donations. You can donate online by going to the church websil
www.unionchurch.organd click onODONATEG to set up your online giving. If you need any help with this contact
Dave Kobersmith, our Church Administrator, or Patti Smithson the Financial Secretary.

. The Finance Board wild/l be offering opportunit
chance will be March"8after the Lenten Lunches. Look for more information during the Maréhénten Lunch.
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Confirmation 2015 is off to a wonderful start. (Continued from page Special Lent Events at Urjon
Healing Through Art Retreat

Confirmands started this adventure by being pulled from their bed for a surprise breakfast One-time Events .
with their mentors. Two weeks later, the kickoff retreat was nearly canceled due to weather Clothing S March 27-28th, Friday 6:30pRpm, Saturday
concerns, but we were able to pull through and make it out to Happiness Hills retreat center. othing swap 9am8pm

Rev. Rachel led a session about God and confirmands participated in a session of praying Saturday, March 7th, 4 -7pm, Community $20 Materials fee suggested, but no one is turn
through color with Rev Rachel as well. We bonded over an indoor campfire of electric votive Room. $10 to take home clothes away for lack of payment
candles and tissue paper and played Sardines for hours. Ongoing

Help the environment, help your friends, help your

wardrobe, help keep sweatshops out of business,Lent Photo -A-Day Journal
help our youth get to camp! You can do all these o _
things in one place. Bring clothes you want to get rig  Daily in Lent, on your own time

of, and go home with all sorts of new duds! Each day in lent has an assigned word. Takefla

Debbonnaire Kovacs led a Sunday morning session of communion from the ground up, during which we ground th
wheat, made the bread and smashed the grapes for communion. We then had great conversations about what the lal
guage of the oObodyo6 and the oObloodd mean. Yout h Di
about the Holy Spirit, which included a game of racing balloons.

We look forward to continuing adventures over the next few months. Childrends, menods, a n d photooom@plvdll Sone t© khe Urllod €hurch Bérda
Chris & Grace McKenzie. Youth Leaders accessories are welcome. Recommended donatiorFacebook page or UnionChurchKY twitter feed. Us
; for taking home clothes is $5 for individuals and $10the hashtag #UCLent2015 and the word of the da
for families. At the end of Lent, weO@!| h
A . . spiritual images!
Healthy Aging: Thriving in the Blue 3/1 sabbath 3/8 sabbath
Zones 3/2 cozy 3/9 water
Wednesdays, March 11th and 18th , 12-2pm, 3/3 unexpected  3/10 door
Fellowship Hall 3/4 heirloom 3/11 music
3/5 warmth 3/12 blue
Curious about the lifestyle characteristics that 3/ beautiful 3/13 joy

contribute to abundant living and healthy aging? 3/7 threshold
Learn how the healthiest elders in the world and the
happiest communities in the world are doing it right. SP€akYourTrue Self

Join in this conversation about key characteristics of By Appointment with Rev. Kent and Rev. Rachel

communities that support hieaithy growth actoss ey~ the office  (85086:3725) or _emai
Mentor Ashley Hammond; Confirmand Michelle Mecham; Confirmand Lﬁ;ﬁ?r;'ourgeév;OES.J%“z t\'/gpartug\fentowi”eiﬁclgd:nqmlIbert@unlonchurch.orq or smalistokes@union
MacGregor Lakes; Mentor Jack Marshall; Mentor Leslie Small Stokes; time for small group discussion about how our taithonureh.org

Confirmand Zoe Wilcher; Confirmand Michael Mecham; Mentor Dave community can contribute to creating a community Inside we carry the story: Full of both joys an

Kobersmith; Confirmand Sunni Walters; Mentor Heather Lundy in which all people can thrive and live healthier livesburdens, each person bears a story of how you ca
Confirmand Chloe Clark; Mentor Ashley Cochrane Come for one or both sessions! to be oOoyoud in this pl ajge a
LA there isndt time to tell@ th

Women's Silent (Mostly) Retreat untold, or unexplored pain. A safe, ngudging, open

Monday-Wednesday, March 23rd -25th, heart is. needed to receive and hold our storigs. Fo

Lent this year, your pastors offer you a time o
_ - ~heartfelt listening. We will bear witness to the holy a
Two days and nights of meditation, reflection,work in you and hold your story with you. Pleas

reading, journaling- your choice-- at the peaceful make an appointment that is convenient for you s
Knobs Haven Retreat House at Sisters of Loretto.we can allow you uninterrupted time.

Optional time for sharing over meals or afternoon
tea or during walks. All bedrooms on the second
floor. Watching sunrises/sunsets/stars and moon.
Cost: $55/night, includes 3 meals. Maximum of 10

Knobs Haven, Sisters of Loretto, Nerinx, KY

See the websiteunionchurch.org/lent2015

women. Contact Betty Hibler: 859408735 or  |for complete descriptions & to sign up for
betty hibler@berea.edu thesdi and otheri inspiring Lent events!




