The Church of l
Christ, Union NoRrofit Posjtage
CPO 2105 Permit Number 16!

Berea, KY 40404 Berea, KY 40403
Ret urn servi|ce r e

Phone: 85986-3725 |

E-mail: office@uniorchurch.org
Website: www.uniorchurch.org

on Facebookwyww.facebook.com/
UnionChurchBerepand Twitter
(@UnionChurchKY)

i
|
|
|
|
|

|
|
I |
I We'd also love to connect with you |

|
|

|
|

|
|

|
|

|
|

|
|

|
|

|
! |
|

Save the Dat

Uni on Chur c
March 16, 20:

Our 161st Annual Meeting is a chance for all
members to participate in ordering our affairs, receiving the Annual Report for
2013, electing board members and offering ideas and discussing for our work i
the coming year. Any member may bring an item of business before the congreg:
tion for prayer, discussion or action. (These must be submitted in
writing to the office by March 6th.)

4~

We meet right after worship with a Lenten luncheon. Child C
Provided!
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About Us...

1 All who seek and serve the
love of God are ministers of
Union Church

1 Rev. Kent Gilbert, Pastor

1 Rev. Rachel Small Stokes,
Associate Pastor

1 Merlin Kindel, Moderator

1 Dave Kobersmith, Church
Administrator

1 Joan English, Office
Administrator

1 Youth Directors, Chris &
Grace McKenzie

1 Bea Chasteen, Dorie Isaacy,

Jennifer Shelton, Childcare

9 Willie Dodson, Interim
WCSC Director

1 Gina Chamberlain, Choir
Director

1 Shirley Carlberg, Bell Choir
Director

Welcome to Lent ! A Season of Deepenil

The Season of Lent begins with a story O§tep further into our faith journeys. This

Jesus in the wilderness. Wilderness tim ear, we make that challenge agaite

are times of challenge and possibility wherSOpgrtﬁ?ﬂxIL:&i Ogsr%rffé?i“:‘res ogutthgjg n
we may be stretched to our limits, or may P 9 gs,

need to make fareaching decisions. As wemore we hope that you will find the courage
' to do something. God is waiting with open

travel with Jesus from the wilderness to ms. and so touether we walk throuah the
Jerusalem, the cross, and beyond, we al ’ 9 9
wilderness to make our way closer.

travel our own Lenten journeys seeking the
God of Life. We do this in community, in From the wilderness, we enter stories

the fellowship of other travelers andf r om t he gospel of J
seekers. spiritual journey and quest to know, we are
ssured of Go d 0 sgivimge e p
ve in the winds of change and new birth.
Journey with us at Union Church as we
deepen in that knowledge and service.

Enclosed is a book of invitations, ale(l)
catalog of opportunities to delve into the
mystery and travel through the wilderness.
It is so rare in our society that we are

invited to willingly humble ourselves beforee A (i K of $aa 5 R

the great mystery that is God, and to do soO2 Y LI y A 2 y & K i KS

in a way that is lifgiving rather than life 2 2 gzny/ S & =

destroying. Our hope is that these

opportunities will allow you to do just that. , 5

We invite you deeper into this community?@l_a,.ffx

of faith, and deeper into the heart of God. £ &Y . \
wS@o wh OKSH ﬂ ik a

Last year we began a Lenten Challengg, s s58¢ 2 LJy & y 2} NR
an encouragement to '
each of us to take a

Lent Starts With Ash Wedne
Service, March &

Ash Wednesday is the first day of the Season of Lent. Its name comes
from the ancient practice of pl ¢
foreheads as a sign of humility before God, a symbol of mourning and
sorrow at the death that sin brings into the world. It not only prefig-
ures the mourning at the death of Jesus, but also places the worship-
per in a position to realize the consequences of sin. Ash Wednesday
is a somber day of reflection on what needs to change in our lives if
we are to be fully Christian.

In the early church, ashes were not offered to everyone but were only used to mark the
forehead of worshippers who had made public confession of sin and sought to be restored to
the fellowship of the community at the Easter celebration. However, over the years others
began to show their humility and identification with the penitents by asking that they, too, be
marked as sinners. Ashes became symbolic of that attitude of penitence reflected in the
Lordds prayer: of orgive us our sins, for
(Luke 11:4, NRSV).

We will observe Ash Wednesday with a service in Cowan Chapel, 7:00 pm.
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MarchBwthdays&Anmversar Regular Weekly Calendar

Birthdays! 16 Sarah Vaughn Anniversaries!

wedve made a mist

12 David Shroyer Wednesdays Wednesday Nite Live frequently includes a program

2 Maurice Hibbard 22 Carla Gilbert 14 Kevin Burke & Sundays 9:30 am............... Sunday School Classes for all ages
. 3 Amanda Bates 23 Matthew Jadud Carla Gilbert : 10:30 am............... Morning Worship
: 3 Brielle LeMaster 23 Nancy Jones 22 BG & Maurice Hibbard 5:830 pMm...cccneeen. Overeaters Anonymous, Classroom
3 Rita Barlow 23 Harry Rice 24 Steve & Teresa . Weekdays 8:00 am................ Zen Meditation, Cowan Chapel
: 4 Helen Connelly 26 Cron Carpenter Gowler . ’
4 Katie Heckman 31 Colin Perman 27 Cam & Maya Todd Mondays 6:00 pm............... AlAnon meets, Wayside Room
: 5 Jenny Bromley 28 John & Marlene : 7:00 PM..ererenn, AA, Room 301
7 Tom Frazier Payne 7:00 pM....overee. Berea Classic Chorale, Choir Room,
: 7 Judy Royalty L 29 Bill & Rebecca Baker  ; Berea Community Drumming Circle, Community Room
: 8 Betsy Hoefer % lf we dondt khow 8:00 pM............... Mens Big Book Study, Room 301
: 10 Judy Rowell K_ﬁ anniversary, we want to! Of if
* 11 Melissa Neal ’ : Tuesdays 11:30 am............... GED Class, Classroom
. or email the office. .
1, 14 Paul Wells . 5:10 PM...coreneeee. Middle School Youth Group
® 0000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000° 515pm ............... J.O.nyI Noise Choir
vajlable now on Amazon.com. family caregivers, so please no 5:45 pm............... Supper
N eWS Of the Farm"g)‘étulations, Michelle. professionals. 6:30 pm............... High School Youth, Jubilee Choir, Middle School, program if scheduled
Living wi t h Al z h e Theywasahaol: Sunday School 7200 pMecrvvrreee Bell Choir

Union Church is a place where cCaregivers § Late Stages has a large number of train tracks Thursdays 11:30 am............... GED Class, Classroom

gﬁgr ;‘Sgce??r}o%rg\;]vga?grdtﬁizgn\.lv\r/]voe 'n the late sta gn? a b§nfc.h ofAkidsZ%h% IPVﬁ]téa}n% s 12:00 pm............... Bible Study, classroom
i . . disease, caregiving typically involves ut'we don't have enough train cars Fridays 9:00 am................ Womenodés Creative Sewing & Crafts

would like to explore discipleship _ to go around on Sunday mornings.
with Jesus in this congregation. If €W Wways of connecting and They are the little train cars that fit
youdd Iike to folfGagelngwihthepersen withighe o o " iie” wooden tracks (like in 1st & 3rd Suns 1:30 pM...eeee. ShapeNote Singers, Parlor
Church, please call the office or disease. Join us and hear from . o "roi sets). If you have 2nd & 4th Mons 9:30 AM...veeeeens Berea Knitters, Classroom
either pastor. prof(_etss_lonals aboutd resou_:jqes, any old train cars which your 2nd & 4th Tues 6:00 PM..erveere.. Daisy Troop #1803, Classroom

our Fellowship Principles: mgg’n?rrg}ﬂl Ccaorr?ne?:r[]ion p;g\r" f{?\g children have outgrown, the 2nd & 4th Weds  6:00 pm............... Episcopal Canterbury Fellowship, Chapel

dUnion Church R&MNSOMmensl t B3| ate fg%fgg%;’ﬁi%shgvﬁ"d P% &% HREHs s
followers of Christ and works with aftnd their familiesThis program will '

who work with Him: respecting eaciiake place at the Madison County  You are welcome to submit Stand|ng Board Meetlngs

person's conscience; working by lofeooperative Extension Office items of news, joys, concerns, etc.,
endeavoring to keep the unity of théocated at 230 Dunannon Lane, tothe News of the Family section

. . . , Mon. March 10 5:00 pm............... Pastoral Relations Board
spirit in the bond of peace." Richmond “from 1prapm on i just email or call the office. Keep 6:00 PM....coovnvnn. Administration Board meets
_ _ Wednesday, March 12 ". To us all wupdated on v
"Ethics as if Jesus Mattered: Essaygsyister, call 1-800-272-3900 or Tues. March 11 3:00 pm............... Properties Board
in Honor of Glen H. Stassedtited by email infokv.in@a|z_0rg This 6:00 pm............... Eaith Development Board
Michelle Tooley, Rick Axtell, and program was createdespecially for 6:30 pm............... Einance Board
Michael L. Westmorelan@hite, is 7:00 pm............... Community Life & Growth Board meets
Weds. March 12 2.00 pm............... Worship Board
Blble Readlng for March Sun. March 16 12:15 pm.............. Uni on Churchds Annual Meeting
Sat. March 22 9:0% noon.......... Board Orientation, Community Room
March 2 March 9 March 16 March 23 March 30
Exodus 24:1A8 Joel 2:12,1217 Genesis 12:-4a Exodus 17:47 1 Samuel 16:13
Psalm 99 Psalm 517 Psalm 121 Psalm 95 Psalm 23
2 Peter 1:1e21 2 Corinthians 5:20i6:10 Romans 46,1317 Romans 5411 Ephesians 5:84

Matthew 17:19 Matthew 6:16,1621 John 3:117 John 4:%42 John 9:441
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Youth Group News

Where do you fit into youth group?
We have a wonderful group of young people and you
could join in some of the fun of developing their faith in
bold and creative ways. How you say? We are so glad you
asked.

workdays in the spring to help
raise money for Passport in the
summer. If you could help organizs
these days, please contact Chris @
Grace.

C (o J Y K
Sv0]

riday, March 7, 6:00 fi 7:30 pm, Community Room!

Clean out your closet and bring everything you no

longer want to the clothing swap. Donate $10 and take

1 Assist with fundraising and service events that are  what you need from the piles. Fundraiser for Union
already planned. Youth group will be doing three Church Youth Group.

1 Be a regular helper with the middle school group on
Wednesdays after youth group. It would be wonderful
to have someone who has a heart for this age group
commit to serving every week from 6:3030. Right
now we have been having different people sign up, but
some consistency would be wonderful.

1 Organize/supervise a service event and work Wltf']:
Chris and Grace for it to be geared towards the youth
or to be intergenerational.

Did you know . . . ?

.Willie Dodson, t he i nterim Womends Creative Se\; A
start with all the bad weather that kept the group from meeting, he has reported renev ;¢
purpose and activity in the women and they are accepting of him as director.

. The 2013 yearend report shows that we have a deficit of $14,150.

cover the deficit.

. Search is on for music ministry leader(s). @ Church Council approved the Search Committee of Chris
McKenzie, Carrie Jadud, Merry Kay Winter, Debbonnaire Kovacs, Shirley Carlberg, a Worship Board liaison, an
the pastors (exofficio).

. Roger Cook and his son Joe built some shelves in the basement that are being used for our Christmas
decorations and much more. Thanks! We have more small projects if anyone is interested in helping out. Se
Dave Kobersmith or anyone on the Property Board.

. An updated Church directory is being worked on. If you would like an updated photo, contact information
added, etc. Please contact Betty Hibler who is taking pictures to send other information to the office email
office@unionchurch.org

. Powerful, moving stories were shared at the Exploring New Membership meeting held after church in
February. Thanks to Community Life & Growth board for looking for new ways to connect with new folks.

Got some yarn to spare? inmates at FMC Lexingtomsinimum security facili-

ty make items such as hats, gloves, scarves, stuffed animals, etc., out of donated yarn e&i«
tribute them to agencie$ike the Salvation Army angursing homes.Individuals, churches and S
other organizations donate excess yarn for them to do their projects. They are running g ™
right now. If you can help, please consider donatpagn to the inmates at our institution. :

Contact person Nadja Dowell, Correctional Counseld592556812 x 5521 orndow-
ell@bop.gov
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From the Pastor

Dear friends,

SLETTER

We can, if we choose, take first and faltering steps to
eat a bread full of life and living, to set aside the patterns
that make us wild and dyspeptic, and to use the tools of
faith, both ancient and modern, to guide our souls to be
14 ever more present to the presence of God both within
and without. May it be a good Lent for that. May we
worry less about doing it right and feel more the sense of
a Holy Spirit advocating for our best and most cherished
self to be loved and sustained. After all, resurrection is
not something Christ meant to keep to himself.

The first month of return has
passed and with some notabl
exceptions, | seem to have
remembered how to a) show up
at work, b) how to relish the
company of faithful loving
members and friends, and c) how
to preach a sermon (mostly).

However: despite study and prayer, despite travel to Much love,

the far reaches of earth and soul, yet disc
a) how to be in two places at the same time, b) how to
pick from innumerable choices th%ﬂw/ my heal

energy, or ¢) how to balance on the knife edge of vision
and limitations.

During Lent, though, | try to practice presence in the
midst of these mysteries. These arbitrary 6 weeks prior
to Easter are not arbitrary in their invitation to us: look } The Shelter of Your Heart
deeper, find more, rest less in the hustle of task and morg
in the depth of purpose.

Who knows: eyes may be watching us

As poet Mar k Nepo puts f{Omal\léideﬁu&htOnb’éﬁumbllﬁgtowaf yau

each question is a beginnlianolind lohdee onbdésplay Growing mtgyoLe | e
those things which no longer sustain us, the beginning fI am forever set InVISIny

finding the Self and Source that sustains us.
in the darkening shelter of your heart.
i Rainer Maria Rilk&)ncollected Poenfs

There is no requirement that these 40 days (and
Sundays) be guifilled, somber, or sullen. There is no
requirement to observe them at all. But if you find
yourself rushing more and living less, and if you find that
you are dining on a daily feast of
anxieties, then let Lent and tf
church community offer you a
invitation. In Lent we ask tht s
guestions that may help us be EE
new selves, new lives, ne
loves, new graces, restore
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=
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ch uw]lt“ ¥
n o 1‘§;!tt'gré:Whtthtf hols 65

poor
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Surty -: Bl . GOd QO e #_E:— l
nelg}lbor esse II»...\ |[)[Il‘| il h 1
rdust e T

blesseclness Q re

recovering

remmders bl].]. u

er| wlf-rightoous

ot Bull "' « return {f)
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v n ymﬁde eq ln wod Q)
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Community Life & Growth Events and News

Mardi Gras Pancake Brunch Sunday March 2 plan tp have Sunday lunch with good food and good fel-
lowship for a good cause.

The Third Annual Mardi Gras Pan-

cake Brunch will take place on Sun-

_day, March 2, in the Community

», Room immediately following wor-

s ship. The past two years the pro-
" ceeds have helped support the dele-

gations to Jamaica and El Salvador.

Love to cook but not on a Board? Just leave your
name with the church office and you will be invited to
help. All hands will be much appreciated.

Fourth Sunday Membership Info: Come One
Come Alll

Each Fourth Sunday of the Month anyone wanting to
know more about Union Church or wanting to explore
Zhurch membership, as well as new members who have
not been able to participate in a previous meeting, are

Suggested donation of $5.00/person with a maximuminvited to come to the classroom two doors past the
for families of $15.00. Brought to you by the Youth church office immediately following worship for conver-
Groups and Community Life & Growth Board. sation with the Pastors and the Community Life and
Growth Board.

Light refreshments will be offered and you are invited
to pick up coffee or tea in the parlor on your way

As has become a Union Church tradition, lunch fol- through the hall. Childcare will be offered downstairs
lowing waorship will as needed; please contact the church office the prior
be served during Lent week if you would like this service.
from March
through April 6. The
members of the vari-
ous Boards collabo-
rate to prepare lunch
for the five Sundays.

This year the proceeds will assist
the youth going to Passport Camp this summer. Pan-
cakes (including gluten free) and all the toppings, plu
sausage, juice and coffee will be on the menu.

Lenten Lunches Begin Sunday March 9

New members will be received ea®econd Sun-

day of the month at the close of worship. Those join-
le”t-en ing may choose to attend the Fourth Sunday meeting

prior to or after becoming members, whichever is more
LUNCH convenient.

The proceeds
from the lunches are a significant contribution to the
overall church budget. Mark your calendars now and

Rev. Kent and Rev. Rachel get help from young friends
the February 9th A{Church Potluck and Welcome Homg
to Rev. Kent . A speci al
of his sabbatical adventures.
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Welcome Back, Rev. K

Photos by Rachael White

Union Church Members & Friends Advocate for Ju

n

Love

Mo u nt a PWide EqDad Rights ia Rrar



