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Bible Reading for October 

We'd also love to connect with you 

on Facebook (www.facebook.com/

UnionChurchBerea) and Twitter 

(@UnionChurchKY) 

October 6  

Lamentations 1:1-6 

Psalm 137 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

October 20  

Jeremiah 31:27-34 

Psalm 119:97-104 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 

October 27  

Joel 2:23-32 

Psalm 65 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 19:9-14 

October 13  

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

Psalm 66:1-12 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :   

T H E  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T ,  U N I O N 

C ONSIDER ... 
T H E  U N I O N  

C H U R C H  

N E W S L E T T E R  

About Us...  

¶ All who seek and serve 

the love of God are 

ministers of Union 

Church 

¶ Rev. Kent Gilbert, Pastor 

¶ Rev. Rachel Small Stokes, 

Associate Pastor 

¶ Merlin Kindel, Moderator 

¶ Larry Brandenburg, 

Director of Music 

Ministries 

¶ Dave Kobersmith, 

Church Administrator 

¶ Joan English, Office 

Administrator 

¶ Youth Directors, Chris & 

Grace McKenzie 

¶ Hope Hounshell, 

Womanõs Industrial 

Director 

¶ Bea Chasteen,  Dorie 

Isaacs, Jennifer Shelton, 

Childcare 
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Beloveds,  

This month I begin a 4-

month sabbatical: a chance to 

recharge, study, and be avail-

able to God in ways not pos-

sible under the demands of 

full-time ministry. The con-

gregation very generously 

and very wisely offers sabbat-

ical leave to pastors after 5 

years of service, investing in 

this time for the gifts of re-

newed ministry for both pas-

tor and people.  

As excited as I am to be 

seeking some new adven-

tures, it must be said that I 

have mixed feelings and will 

miss you all terribly. I hate 

the thought of missing all the 

good and interesting projects 

that are planned, and felt a 

real tug about the special 

moments every fall brings 

that I will have to enjoy from 

a distance.  

In addition, with the an-

nouncement of Larry Bran-

denburgõs retirement (see his 

enclosed letter) I will also 

miss these last months of his 

faithful, creative, musical min-

istry with us that supports 

and blesses each worship 

service. We are indeed lucky 

to have been able to share a 

small part of his 40 years of 

expertise and skill as a 

church musician and his re-

tirement leaves big shoes to 

fill.  

Despite that, I also realize 

that the extraordinary work 

and ministry we have under-

taken since my last sabbatical 

(now almost 6 years ago) has 

left me deeply depleted, ex-

hausted down to the spiritual 

bones. It has been good work 

and inspiring, but also de-

manding and too often I feel 

like Iõm running on empty. 

Like Garrison Keillorõs 

famous ads for ketchup, I 

know that a change of pace, 

responsibilities and studies 

will help replace the ònatural 

mellowing agentsó that have 

been leached out in the 

course of our active and 

thriving ministry. I want to be 

able to give you and our 

work my very best. I ask for 

your prayers that this time 

apart may truly enrich our 

time together.    

You all, too, I hope 

will gain directly from 

the chance to hear 

new voices in the pul-

pit and try out new 

ways of being church 

as you continue to be 

the vibrant, faithful, 

loving people I have 

come to cherish. 

There will be fewer 

hands in the office 

with my absence and 

Iõm trusting that you 

will step up and step 

in to care for and support 

one another with all Christly 

gifts and in all the details: en-

couragement, healing love, 

prayer, visits, witness, hope, 

and forgiveness.  

And also, getting to meet-

ings, making decisions wisely, 

saying òyesó to folding, call-

ing, hauling, singing, ringing, 

teaching, wiping, cooking and 

greeting! (Among a million 

other little things that need 

cheering on!).  

Pastor Rachel is one of 

Godõs greatest gifts to us, but 

donõt make her do her job 

and my job too. This is a time 

for the church to grow in-

wardly, expanding how we 

care for each other and am-

plifying our abilities in that 

great òpriesthood of ALL 

believers,ó not just the be-

lievers on the payroll, or the 

ones who went to seminary.  

(Continued on page 3) 

And Heôs OfféRev. Kentôs  

Sabbatical Is a Call to All 
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 Birthdays 

  1 Cole Warren 

  2 Jennie Kiteck 

  3 Dana Carlberg 

  3 Dorie Hubbard 

  5 Eli Woodie 

  7 Laurinda Pool 

  8 Eric Dodson 

11 Katie Basham 

12. Klara Welsh 

18 June Fish 

20 Gina Chamberlain 

21 Merlin Kindel 

22 Sarah Stopenhagen 

 Broomfield 

22 John Payne 

24 Haley Baker 

25 Dale Barlow 

28 Bill Stolte 

Anniversaries 

  11 Robert Ukeiliey &  Elizabeth 

 Crowe  

  16 Ralph & Katrina Rivers 

 Thompson 

  22 Howard & Shirley  Carlberg 

  23 Paul & Suzanne Wells 

  25 Tony & Katie Basham 

  

If we donõt know your birthday 

or anniversary, we want to! Or  

if weõve made a 

mistake please call 

or email the office.  

October Birthdays & Anniversaries    

T H E  U N I O N  C H U R C H  N E W S L E T T E R  

News of the 
Family 

Union Church is a place where 

your faith can grow and deepen. We 

are actively looking for those who 

would like to explore discipleship 

with Jesus in this congregation. If 

youõd like to formally join Union 

Church, please call the office or 

either pastor.   

Our Fellowship Principles: 

òUnion Church welcomes all followers 

of Christ and works with all who work 

with Him; respecting each person's 

conscience; working by love, endeavoring 

to keep the unity of the spirit in the 

bond of peace."  

At the end of September, Kate 

Grigg  will earn her Somatic 

Expressive Therapy Practitioner 

Certification after completing two 

years of training and mentoring. 

Somatic Expressive Therapy is a 

mind-body psychotherapy that 

integrates the expressive arts and 

body awareness.  

This has been a profound 

experience for Kate, challenging and 

incredibly life-giving. Her goal is to 

complete additional professional 

practice hours to become registered 

with an international association.  

She wants to share this rich 

process with others and is offering 

free sessions. Contact Kate at (708) 

341-0916 or kate.grigg@yahoo.com 

Union Church members Loyal 

Jones and Rev. Bob Shaffer were 

among the honorees of the Berea 

Human Rights Commissionõs first 

annual John G. Fee Justice Award.  

Shaffer and Jones 

were members of 

t h e  g r o u p 

C o n c e r n e d 

Citizens, which 

formed 45 years in 

r e s p o n s e  t o 

racially motivated 

s h o o t i n g s  i n 

Berea.  This multiracial group 

organized to get City Council to 

create a Human Rights Commission 

that would address issues of racial 

bias in our community.  

The Commission, which was 

defunct for many years, was re-

started two years ago in response to 

an increased need for continued 

oversight on issues of racist and anti-

gay bias, as well as gender 

discrimination.  The new Berea HRC 

honored Concerned Citizens for 

their init-iative and courage, which 

continued and sustained Bereaõs 

history of advocating for justice.  

Well done, good and faithful servants! 

Mazel tov! Welcome to the 

world new grandbabies of our 

members: Eleanor (Ella) Annette 

Jenkins born September 17th daughter 

of Christopher & Erin Jenkins, 

granddaughter of Marvin & Nora 

Ruth Jenkins. 

And pictured  is 

Michael Trey David 

Hutcheson, son of 

Loriel Warrenõs 

son Cody & his 

wife , Megan.  

 

 

Steve Rhodes 

recently completed all 900 miles 

(every trail) in the Great Smoky 

Mountain National Park! An epic 

pilgrimage! 

(Continued on page 7) 

Regular Weekly Calendar  

Sundays  9:30 am .................... Sunday School Classes for all ages 

 10:30 am .................... Morning Worship, see page 6 for service details  

                            5:30 pm .................... Overeaters Anonymous, Classroom 

Weekdays   8:00 am .................... Zen Meditation, Cowan Chapel 

  

Mondays 6:00 pm .................... AlAnon meets, Wayside Room 

 7:00 pm .................... AA, Room 301 

 7:00 pm .................... Berea Community Drumming Circle, Comm. Rm. 

 8:00 pm .................... Mens Big Book Study, Room 301 

Tuesdays 11:30 am .................... GED Class, Classroom 

Wednesdays  Wednesday Nite Live frequently includes a program ñ see page 7 for that schedule. 

 5:10 pm  ................... Middle School Youth Group 

 5:15 pm .................... Young Childrens Choir 

 5:45 pm .................... Supper   

 6:30 pm .................... High School Youth,  Elementary Childrens Choir, Middle School Hand-

bells 

 7:00 pm .................... Handbells 

Thursdays  11:30 am .................... GED Class, Classroom 

 12:00 pm .................... Bible Study, classroom 

 6:15 pm .................... Union Church Choir  

Fridays  9:00 am .................... Womenõs Creative  Sewing & Crafts (formerly Womanõs Industrial) 

 

1st & 3rd Sundays  1:30 pm .................... ShapeNote Singers, Parlor 

2nd & 4th Mons  9:30 am .................... Berea Knitters, Classroom 

2nd & 4th Weds  6:00 pm .................... Episcopal Canterbury Fellowship, Chapel  

Thurs. Oct 3, 10, 17 7:00 pm ................... Gospel According to Macklemore, led by Rev. Rachel, Community Room  

 

Board Meetings  

Tues. Oct. 8  6:00 pm .................... Faith Development Board 

 6:30 pm .................... Stewardship & Finance 

 7:00 PM .................... Mission Board, Community Life & Growth 

Weds. Oct. 9  10:00 am .................... Worship Board 

 4:00 pm .................... Pastoral Relations Board 

Mon. Oct. 14  4:00 pm .................... Properties Board 

 7:00 pm .................... Administration Board 

 

Special Events 

October 26   Hayride, see page 7! 

Whatôs Going on Around Here in October? 
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New carpet, refinished floors, an-

gled side pews and better lighting, that 

is our dream and goal so we can con-

tinue to invite and inspire, proclaim 

and sing of really good news in really 

good pews! We are already more than 

halfway to our goal!  

¶ A gift of $20 is enough to refin-

ish a square yard of floor (we 

have 400+ sq yards to do!).  

¶ A $50 gift will help furnish 1 

new full length pew rack with 

space to put tissues, pads, and 

books. 

¶ Want to adopt a pew? A $200 gift 

will pay for all the racks and the 

more comfortable spacing adjust-

ment for one whole pew.  

 

To make a contribution, make 

checks payable to ñUnion Churchò 

with ñSanctuary Refurbò in the memo 

line. This is a perfect way to make a 

gift in honor or in memory of some-

one, too. Just let us know who should 

be remembered and weôll publish and 

keep all names in our special memori-

al book.  
 

Sanctuary Improvement Fund: 

 $ 15,464.83 raised of our $30,000 goal! 

T H E  U N I O N  C H U R C H  N E W S L E T T E R  PA G E  3  

Each of you is not only a beloved 

child of God, but also a beloved min-

ister and servant-leader here. Big and 

small, in micro and major ways, I 

hope youõll take up the mantle of 

tending the church and loving both 

self and others while we are apart. I 

canõt think of any other group I 

would trust more with something I 

hold dear, and I canõt wait to come 

back and see what you have to teach 

from your experiences while Iõm 

gone.  

Of all that I worry and wonder 

about, of this I am sure: there is yet 

more light and truth to break forth 

from Godõs holy word and from our 

work together. I canõt wait to go, but 

I know Iõll be even happier to return 

to you, my beloved family and friends.  

Have fun, experiment, trust, love, 

donõt fuss too much, be strong, and 

show your courage for a waiting 

world. Iõm going to try to do the 

same and will send back word and 

pictures from my travels. Youõll never 

be out of my prayers as we both 

make this pilgrimage, and I trust that 

God will not fail to goad, grace, and 

guide us on the journey. 

With deep love,  

 

 

Sabbatical  
 
(Continued from page 1) 

Rev. Kentôs Plans 

Rev. Kentõs plans will be broken into the following segments: 

Oct. 1 -5 ----------- Personal Retreat 

Oct. 6  -------------- Preach one last time with Ed McCurley 

Oct. 14 -Nov. 6  -- Travel in Japan. Interviews with commercial chefs and food service staff (for ideas on what 

food prep in a spiritual context might look like), retreat in our sister city. Travel.  

Nov. 9 -Dec. 5 --- Travel to Europe, including more interviews with chefs in London, Sweden, Edinburgh, and a 

week on Iona for òImages of Jesusó film festival.  

Dec. 7 or 8  ------- Writing time in Northern California, paired with work with the Academy of Preachers,          

helping young preachers find their voice and getting festivals started on the west coast.  

Dec. 26 ------------ Return for 30th year of Christmas School 

Jan. 2-4 ------------ Academy of Preacherõs National Festival in Indy 

Jan. 5-30 ---------- Either: Writing time in bay Area OR teaching Peace and Conflict Transformation studies at 

Whittier College OR doing some other cool thing not yet revealed.  

Early February  - Kent Returns. 

Worship and Preaching  

Each month during Kentõs sabbatical will bring dif-

ferent guest preachers and artists to the worship life of 

the congregation as we celebrate different voices and 

experiment with different styles. Hereõs what is 

planned so far: 

Sept. 29 Blessing of Sabbatical Time for both Rev. 

Kent and Congregation. Kent Begins retreat Oct 1.  

Oct. 6  World Communion Service with First Chris-

tian. Because of Rev Ed McCurleyõs impending re-

tirement, Rev. Kent and he will preach one last time 

as a team, the 14th year of their unique partnership.   

Oct. 13  Festival of Healing 

Oct. 20 Childrenõs Sabbath with our Childrenõs Choir 

debut! 

(Continued on page 4) 

So Whatôs the Plan? Invest in the Rest! Worship and 
Pastoral Care during Sabbatical 
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Oct. 27 Sabbath as Spiritual Practice: Dr. Matthew Sleeth 

will be our guest preacher, and will lead a   Sunday 

School class at 9:30 on his experiences of Sabbath and 

creation care. Dr. Sleeth, author of 24/6: A Prescription 

for a Healthier, Happier Life, will be challenging us to re-

engage the practice of Sabbath -- for the sake of our-

selves and for the sake of the earth.  

 Sleeth is a physician & executive director of Blessed 

Earth, a nonprofit that seeks to provide resources for 

people of faith engaging Creation Care & stewardship 

of the earth.  All are welcome to share in this joyous 

celebration of Sabbath. Berea Womenõs Chorus singing 

Nov. 3 All Saintõs Sunday and Communion 

Nov. 10, 17, 24  Rev. Gail Bowman, dynamic and crea-

tive  director of the Campus Christian Center of Berea 

College.  

Dec. 1 First Sunday of Advent:  Rev. Rachel will lead all 

Sundays and special services of December. 

Dec. 8, 15, 22 Rev. Rachel 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services: Rev. Rachel 

Dec. 29 Christmas School Participants for Music 

January TBA: Irons are in the fire, but not yet òhotó for 

January. Look for more information soon! 

 

Whatôs the Plan? 
(Continued from page 3) 

Pastoral Care and Shepherd 

Teams  

Both our pastors are great support 

when members and friends are in cri-

sis, and both Rev. Kent and Rev. Ra-

chel help keep us connected, in-

formed, and aware of special needs. 

With Rev. Kent away on sabbatical 

the Nurture and Care Board with the 

approval from Church Council have 

devised a plan to help us all keep up 

with and care for a growing congrega-

tion.  

We are looking for a few good 

shepherdsé and a lot of great sheep! 

Union Church has contracted with 

Leslie Small Stokes, a professional 

pastoral care trainer, to help us form 

a team of 10-12 lay members who 

would volunteer to òshepherdó 10-12 

union church families each, keeping in 

regular touch with individual prayer 

and care needs in each household.  

The groupings of families/households 

will be roughly by neighborhood. That 

way if a family has a need, a shepherd 

can also help coordinate the neigh-

borhood group as a first line of love 

and care. Examples include helping 

the neighborhood members to pro-

vide a few meals for someone who is 

sick or coming home from a surgery. 

In short, we hope to help everyone 

do a little in order to help a lot! 

The initial goals for the shepherd 

team is that each Shepherd 

willé 

Attend training sessions with the 

Care Trainer to learn and practice 

basic skills and to support one anoth-

er, and help develop process and pro-

cedures. Kind of like a weekly choir 

practice, but for a òcare choiró in-

stead. Leslie has over 8 years of expe-

rience as both a chaplain and Clinical 

Pastoral Care supervisor and is cur-

rently working with St. Matthews 

Counseling Center in Louisville via a 

partnership with the Appalachian Min-

isterial Ecumenical Resource Center. 

She is uniquely qualified to help us 

deepen skills and care for each other 

as Christ invited.  

Make personal contact with each 

of their church households twice a 

month, just to check in ask if there 

are prayer needs or requests for the 

bulletin or consider, and to help fol-

low up on any needs.  

Invite their neighborhood families 

to gather together (social, potluck, 

service outing, or something else) at 

least once in the 4 months.  

Coordinate support and resources 

for any person in their òflockó that 

might have a need, drawing on the 

N&C board, the Pastoral Care Train-

er, and Rev. Rachel. 

Rev. Rachel (and Rev. Kent when 

he returns) will continue to be availa-

ble anytime, and especially for emer-

gencies. Shepherds will be a vital link 

in communicating needs to the pas-

tors, as well as being an additional 

prayer and support partner for any 

family in need.  

So You Want to Helpé 

Of course we are asking a lot, and 

this work is not for everyone. But 

some things are worth investing in 

being intentional about the spiritual 

nurture and care of our community is 

one of them. Thereõs every hope that 

as we become more practical and 

skilled in our care for each other that 

we will all feel valued and supported. 

And as we grow, we hope we can add 

as many good shepherds as we need 

in order to meet the needs.  

In the coming days and weeks look 

for the application to be a Union 

Church Shepherd, because weõll want 

to start our program as soon as pos-

sible. Shepherds will be chosen on the 

basis of temperament, their ability to 

attend to their families and training 

with regularity (particularly through 

the sabbatical time), and ability to 

work well as a member of a team. 

Contact the church office at of-

fice@union-church.org or 986-3725 

to put your name on the contact list 

and weõll be off to a great start.  
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The Back Bay Mission Group has 

returned, pounds lighter having 

sweat profusely all week in the heat 

and humidity of the Gulf Coast.  

But the work was good and Back 

Bay Mission continues serving the 

area with its housing rehab program 

and also with its other ministries 

that serve the homeless and those in 

need of various kinds of assistance. 

The Union Church group consisted 

of three veterans and three first-

timers. 

A new aspect of Back Bay's work 

is housing for homeless veterans. 

They just completed two units of 

housing, with plans to begin on six 

more, and the two veterans in the 

completed units have a total of 45 

years of homelessness between 

them.   

The major project of the week 

was painting the inside and outside 

of a house that is being totally re-

habbed for resale to a low-to-

moderate income family who will 

take part in home ownership classes 

and money management classes be-

fore taking ownership of the house. 

For more information about Back 

Bay Mission, please visit their web-

site: www.thebackbay.org   

Thanks to the Mission and Ser-

vice Board for their assistance with 

the trip, the sixth for Union Church. 

Union Churchô Sixth Trip to Back Bay Mission 
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